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Ask most Americans what they think of politics and you'll likely get an earful. With suspicion and distrust
of public servants running high, many citizens seem dispirited by the very process that has made the United
States a showcase for democracy.

Now ask Tom Volgy. This former mayor of a major western city, who is also a political scientist, contends
that most elected officials are the very opposite of what the public thinks: honest, hardworking people whose
real work goes unnoticed by most of their constituents and the media.

Volgy has interviewed more than 300 elected officials—mayors, city council members, legislators—from all
over the United States to offer a decidedly contrarian view of politics. He explores the lives and working
conditions of elected officials at the local level— the area of democracy closest to the public— to show that
officeholders are for the most part average citizens, not the slick lawyers or political pros we usually imagine
them to be. Most are motivated by a sense of civic duty, and they often work for token salaries, yet once
elected they give up their personal lives and fall prey to every conceivable brickbat of public and media
outrage.

In Politics in the Trenches, Volgy shows what really happens behind the scenes of government. He contrasts
perception with reality regarding the rewards and perks of office. He examines the process of
experimentation in the political laboratory and shows how the news media distort it. He provides a case
study of homelessness to illustrate the system's constraints and limitations. And he offers a chapter on a
typical week in office that will be an eye-opener for most readers.

Although admittedly there are many flaws in the democratic political process, observes Volgy, all are
correctable as long as citizens believe in the essential worth of the system itself. His book offers a fresh
perspective on democratic governance and tackles tough issues such as campaign finance reform, urging
citizens to understand the process before they condemn its players out of hand. More than that, this is a call
to action, warning us that we could lose true democracy if we don't get involved.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Phillips:

Here thing why this particular Politics in the Trenches: Citizens, Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Politics in the Trenches: Citizens,
Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Politics in the Trenches: Citizens, Politicians, and
the Fate of Democracy. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Politics in the Trenches: Citizens, Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy in
e-book can be your alternate.

Monte Lawson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Politics in the Trenches: Citizens, Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy
as the daily resource information.

Donna Vazquez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book Politics in the Trenches: Citizens, Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Elda Baggett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different categories



of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Politics in the Trenches: Citizens,
Politicians, and the Fate of Democracy.
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