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Canvas is arguably the best learning management system out there for creating online courses. It’s a
thoroughly modern platform, designed from the ground up to meet the needs of both teachers and learners.
As a teacher, Canvas’ tools provide you with great variety and flexibility in how you structure a course,
deliver content, and both interact with and assess your learners.

But all this power and flexibility can make creating a Canvas course an overwhelming experience.
With all those tools and features, there are countless ways to approach a course. You might not know where
to start.

Fortunately, you don’t need to spend the time to learn every Canvas tool to create an effective course.
In fact, a course built with basic tools and a simple structure can be even more effective than a complex one
because it allows you and your students to focus your energy on engaging with the course content and each
other, rather than on the tools.

This guide is designed to show you step-by-step just how to create and conduct a simple, high-quality
course. I’ll show you how to creatively use a minimum number of tools to easily create a course with all the
essential functions of more complex courses.

The guide covers all the needed skills for building and carrying out your first course:

Identifying course goals, outcomes, and activities●

Uploading documents and other content files to the course●

Creating assignments, discussion topics, and quizzes●

Adjusting user account and course settings●

Creating an effective online course syllabus●

Copying content between courses●

Communicating with students using Announcements and Conversations●

Participating in discussion topics●

Assessing student work and providing feedback using SpeedGrader and Gradebook●

Throughout the guide, I’ve also included summaries and links to tutorials on nearly all of Canvas’
more advanced features. After completing the guide, you’ll have the foundation for incorporating all of
these advanced activities into future courses.

With degrees in media and educational technology, and over 20 years’ experience as an educator, I’ve
worked with all age levels in a variety of learning environments, providing me with an invaluable foundation
for understanding and applying effective teaching and learning practices. As an instructional designer, I’ve
created and consulted in the development of countless Canvas courses. This book is an opportunity for me to
share with you what I’ve learned from my own experience.

Whether you’re creating your first online course, migrating an existing online course from another



platform to Canvas, or are a Canvas veteran looking for a simpler way to build and implement
effective courses, this guide is for you!
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

Here thing why this particular Canvas LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet
Effective Online Course are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Canvas
LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet Effective Online Course giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with Canvas LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet Effective Online
Course. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Canvas LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet
Effective Online Course in e-book can be your alternate.

Robert Miller:

The feeling that you get from Canvas LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet
Effective Online Course is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Canvas LMS Essentials:
The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet Effective Online Course giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Canvas LMS Essentials: The
Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet Effective Online Course instantly.

Cathleen Read:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Canvas LMS Essentials: The
Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet Effective Online Course can give you a lot of close friends
because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Canvas LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to
Creating a Simple Yet Effective Online Course.

Jeremy Reed:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make



summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Canvas LMS Essentials: The Beginner's Guide to Creating a Simple Yet
Effective Online Course can make you really feel more interested to read.
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