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In Her Own Image examines the lives and works of ten pioneering female artists over the last century whose
self-representational art opened up new vistas on the female experience. Each of the artists—Käthe Kollwitz,
Claude Cahun, Charlotte Salomon, Frida Kahlo, Carolee Schneemann, Hannah Wilke, Ana Mendieta, Adrian
Piper, Cindy Sherman, and Orlan—used her art to overcome personal obstacles and traumas, so her work is
not merely in dramatic dialogue with her social world but also her personal history.
Danielle Knafo extends the discourse between feminism and art history, while revealing core psychological
sensibilities involved in women’s self-representation—for example, the need for mirroring, the use of mask
and masquerade, the drive for reparation, the presence of the uncanny, and the complex and controversial
concept of female narcissism. The psychoanalytic thread running throughout this book allows for the better
telling of each artist’s personal story—fascinating, poignant, tragic, and inspiring—so that the reader enters
the life of the artist and identifies with her personal, relational, political, aesthetic, and spiritual struggle.
The author’s meticulous scholarship is informed by decades of clinical experience. Though she analyzes the
personalities of these women, she never pathologizes them. Her personal interviews with several of the
artists, their family members, and romantic partners, bring a fresh and intimate perspective to their
narratives.
The book describes both conscious and unconscious processes at work in the most psychological of all art
forms. The core of female self-representational art is the artist’s body, but the art itself represents the
embodied experience of the artist—her family, sexuality, relationships, childhood experiences, personal
traumas and attempts at mastery, the way her culture shaped her, and her response to its oppression—all the
relational elements of her particular universe. Knafo reveals the artist and her work in depth because each
side is described and characterized in relation to the other. The personal psychology informs the art and the
art her personal psychology, neither holding sway over the other. Adeptly weaving both together in a
nuanced layering of historical, cultural, and aesthetic meaning, Knafo also helps readers understand their
own complex and even uneasy response to the art of these women. She renders the artists such that they
speak to every woman, regardless of her background, in an intensely personal voice, saying something new
about the female experience and its inspiring power.
In Her Own Image stands as the most comprehensive and in-depth treatment of this remarkable group of
women artists whose primary subject is their own bodies and selves. Within these pages, the reader will be
treated to a rare grasp of their stories and achievements.
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From reader reviews:

David Lucero:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual In Her Own Image: Women's
Self-Representation in 20th Century Art is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Daniel Buch:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be In Her Own Image: Women's Self-Representation in 20th Century Art.

Jacqueline Kellett:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. In Her Own Image: Women's Self-Representation in 20th Century Art can be your answer given it
can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Theresa Braun:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and In Her Own Image: Women's Self-Representation
in 20th Century Art or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes In Her Own Image: Women's Self-Representation in 20th Century Art to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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