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A cyborg detective hunts for a malfunctioning sex doll that turns itself into a killing machine. A Heian-era
Taoist slays evil spirits with magic spells from yin-yang philosophy. A young mortician carefully prepares
bodies for their journey to the afterlife. A teenage girl drinks a cup of life-giving sake, not knowing its
irreversible transformative power. These are scenes from the visually enticing, spiritually eclectic media of
Japanese movies and anime. The narratives of courageous heroes and heroines and the myths and legends of
deities and their abodes are not just recurring motifs of the cinematic fantasy world. They are pop culture’s
representations of sacred subtexts in Japan. Japanese Mythology in Film takes a semiotic approach to
uncovering such religious and folkloric tropes and subtexts embedded in popular Japanese movies and
anime.

Part I introduces film semiotics with plain definitions of terminology. Through familiar cinematic examples,
it emphasizes the myth-making nature of modern-day film and argues that semiotics can be used as a
theoretical tool for reading film. Part II presents case studies of eight popular Japanese films as models of
semiotic analysis. While discussing each film’s use of common mythological motifs such as death and
rebirth, its case study also unveils more covert cultural signifiers and folktale motifs, including jizo (a savior
of sentient beings) and kori (bewitching foxes and raccoon dogs), hidden in the Japanese filmic text.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to
Reading Japanese Film and Anime.

Irma Patterson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Japanese Mythology in Film: A
Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open
or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Darla Kemp:

This Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Japanese Mythology
in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime can be one of several great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Japanese Mythology in Film: A
Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Carol Stripling:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film
and Anime was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many



ways to get book which you wanted.
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