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The twentieth century is usually seen as “the century of total war,” but as the historian David Bell argues in
this landmark work, the phenomenon actually began much earlier, in the age of Napoleon. Bell takes us from
campaigns of “extermination” in the blood-soaked fields of western France to savage street fighting in ruined
Spanish cities to central European battlefields where tens of thousands died in a single day. Between 1792
and 1815, Europe plunged into an abyss of destruction, and our modern attitudes toward war were born. Ever
since, the dream of perpetual peace and the nightmare of total war have been bound tightly together in the
Western world—where “wars of liberation,” such as the one in Iraq, can degenerate into gruesome guerrilla
conflict.

With a historian’s keen insight and a journalist’s flair for detail, Bell exposes the surprising parallels between
Napoleon’s day and our own in a book that is as timely and important as it is unforgettable.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The First Total War: Napoleon's Europe and
the Birth of Warfare as We Know It. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important a book The First Total War: Napoleon's Europe and the Birth of Warfare
as We Know It. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Brittany Belliveau:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
First Total War: Napoleon's Europe and the Birth of Warfare as We Know It your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The The First Total War: Napoleon's Europe and the Birth of Warfare as
We Know It giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data
for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Laurie Riley:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The First Total War:
Napoleon's Europe and the Birth of Warfare as We Know It can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kristen Wright:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The First Total War: Napoleon's Europe and
the Birth of Warfare as We Know It to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication The First Total War: Napoleon's Europe
and the Birth of Warfare as We Know It can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone



and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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