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In the early decades of the twentieth century, business leaders condemned civil liberties as masks for
subversive activity, while labor sympathizers denounced the courts as shills for industrial interests. But by
the Second World War, prominent figures in both camps celebrated the judiciary for protecting freedom of
speech. In this strikingly original history, Laura Weinrib illustrates how a surprising coalition of lawyers and
activists made judicial enforcement of the Bill of Rights a defining feature of American democracy.

The Taming of Free Speech traces our understanding of civil liberties to conflict between 1910 and 1940
over workers’ right to strike. As self-proclaimed partisans in the class war, the founders of the American
Civil Liberties Union promoted a bold vision of free speech that encompassed unrestricted picketing and
boycotts. Over time, however, they subdued their rhetoric to attract adherents and prevail in court. At the
height of the New Deal, many liberals opposed the ACLU’s litigation strategy, fearing it would legitimize a
judiciary they deemed too friendly to corporations and too hostile to the administrative state. Conversely,
conservatives eager to insulate industry from government regulation pivoted to embrace civil liberties,
despite their radical roots. The resulting transformation in constitutional jurisprudence?often understood as a
triumph for the Left?was in fact a calculated bargain.

America’s civil liberties compromise saved the courts from New Deal attack and secured free speech for
labor radicals and businesses alike. Ever since, competing groups have clashed in the arena of ideas, shielded
by the First Amendment.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

The ability that you get from The Taming of Free Speech: America's Civil Liberties Compromise will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Taming of Free Speech: America's Civil Liberties
Compromise giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific
The Taming of Free Speech: America's Civil Liberties Compromise instantly.

Jodi Harper:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Taming of Free Speech: America's Civil Liberties Compromise suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Taming of Free Speech: America's
Civil Liberties Compromiseis the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Carmela Williams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Taming of Free Speech: America's Civil Liberties Compromise, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a reserve.

Lorraine Vargas:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The Taming of Free Speech: America's Civil Liberties Compromise when you desired it?
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