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Early in the twentieth century, states and courts began limiting the workplace hours of wage-earning women
in order to protect them from fatigue and ill health. It was felt that a woman's role was to be a mother and
that working too many hours in an often unhealthy and dangerous workplace created risks to the
performance of that task. In the 1970s, many Fortune 500 companies began implementing "fetal protection
policies" to prohibit women from working in areas deemed risky to reproductive capacity. Again,
assumptions about motherhood were the driving force behind employment regulations.

Women in Labor examines how gender norms affected the workplace health of men and women. Did the
desire to protect women result in a safer workplace for all workers? Did it advance or hinder the status of
women in the work-place? In answering these questions, Hepler describes a complex network of medical
experts, state bureaucrats, business owners, social reformers, industrial engineers, workers, and feminists,
many with overlapping interests and identities. This overlap often resulted in tradeoffs and unintended
consequences. For instance, efforts promoting gender equality sometimes created equal risks for workers,
whereas emphasizing social realities resulted in job discrimination. Reformists efforts to promote the
important connection between the home and the industrial environment also allowed an employer to shirk
responsibility for worker health.

The issue of women in the workplace will remain crucial in the twenty-first century as workers worldwide
struggle to create safer workplaces without sacrificing socioeconomic benefits or the health of women and
their children.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

This Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980
(Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the
United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) without we
comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and
Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This
Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and
Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Stephen Hill:

Here thing why that Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States,
1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United
States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980
(Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Women in Labor: Mothers,
Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social
Perspectives (Paperback)) in e-book can be your alternate.

Joyce Burke:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the
United States, 1890-1980 (Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)) it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this



book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high
quality.

Dedra Clark:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Women in Labor: Mothers, Medicine, and Occupational Health in the United States, 1890-1980
(Women and Health: Cultural and Social Perspectives (Paperback)). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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