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In this ground-breaking analysis of the world's first private banks, Edward Cohen convincingly demonstrates
the existence and functioning of a market economy in ancient Athens while revising our understanding of the
society itself. Challenging the "primitivistic" view, in which bankers are merely pawnbrokers and money-
changers, Cohen reveals that fourth-century Athenian bankers pursued sophisticated transactions. These
dealings--although technologically far removed from modern procedures--were in financial essence identical
with the lending and deposit-taking that separate true "banks" from other businesses. He further explores
how the Athenian banks facilitated tax and creditor avoidance among the wealthy, and how women and
slaves played important roles in these family businesses--thereby gaining legal rights entirely unexpected in
a society supposedly dominated by an elite of male citizens.

Special emphasis is placed on the reflection of Athenian cognitive patterns in financial practices. Cohen
shows how transactions were affected by the complementary opposites embedded in the very structure of
Athenian language and thought. In turn, his analysis offers great insight into daily Athenian reality and
cultural organization.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Harvey:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Athenian Economy and
Society is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Hayden Wright:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Athenian Economy and Society can be fine book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Larry Huff:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Athenian Economy and Society we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Athenian Economy and
Society. You can more inviting than now.

Harold Fleming:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled
update of news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Athenian Economy and Society when you required it?
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