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Houghton Library and Harvard’s Peabody Museum Press collaborated on the publication of this fourth
volume in the Houghton Library Studies series, an innovative cultural analysis of the extraordinary
composite document known as “The Pictographic Autobiography of Half Moon, an Unkpapa Sioux Chief.”
At its core is a nineteenth-century ledger book of drawings by Lakota Sioux warriors found in 1876 in a
funerary tipi on the Little Bighorn battlefield after Custer’s defeat. Journalist Phocion Howard later added an
illustrated introduction and had it bound into the beautiful manuscript that is reproduced in complete color
facsimile here.

Howard attributed all seventy-seven Native drawings to a “chief” named Half Moon, but anthropologist
Castle McLaughlin demonstrates that these dramatic scenes, mostly of war exploits, were drawn by at least
six different warrior-artists. Their vivid first-person depictions make up a rare Native American record of
historic events that likely occurred between 1866 and 1868 during Red Cloud’s War along the Bozeman
Trail.

McLaughlin probes the complex life history of this unique artifact of cross-cultural engagement, uncovering
its origins, ownership, and cultural and historic significance, and compares it with other early ledger books.
Examining how allied Lakota and Cheyenne warriors valued these graphic records of warfare as both objects
and images, she introduces the concept of “war books”—documents that were captured and altered by Native
warrior-artists to appropriate the strategic power of Euroamerican literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

The book untitled A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half
Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone,
or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Shad Broussard:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half
Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Jamey Norton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic
"Autobiography of Half Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) was filled regarding science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Helen Richards:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The
Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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