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Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel challenges a long-held belief that has permeated the African American
community that suggests that Blacks, generally, are not supportive of each other. Author and educator,
Rodney D. Smith, tenaciously confronts the age-old myth that African Americans stand in the way, and even
thwart the progress of other African Americans, similar to what has been viewed as analogous behavior in
crabs--the marine life form.

The gaze of Black America is the central target of the book as it aims to get the Black community,
collectively, to see itself differently. Smith astutely asserts that "we [Blacks] often compare ourselves to
crabs without giving full consideration to either life form, humans or crabs." He states further that "we must
consider that crabs are not intended to live in barrels, and neither are humans." Throughout the book, Smith
implores the reader to see the proverbial barrel as one and the same with the dire conditions many African
Americans find themselves in today. America's racialized history of degradation, marginalization and
discrimination is understood as, not only the backdrop to contemporary setbacks, but is recognized as the key
determinant for many of today's barriers and obstacles.

In the end, Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel is a direct challenge to Black America and an inferred challenge
to the rest of America to interrogate some of the conditions history has caused. It is also a call to action. It
urges Black hands and minds to concentrate their energies on collective transformation in order to combat
the long-standing effects of racism. Above all, Smith encourages African Americans to question, and in due
course, change their less than favorable attitudes and behaviors toward each other.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

The book Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the African American
Community give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights
about the African American Community being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start
and read a guide Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the African
American Community. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Patricia Carter:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?:
The Truth and Other Insights about the African American Community had been making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The reserve Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the African American
Community is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Are
We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the African American Community. You
never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Roy Matsumoto:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other Insights about the African
American Community it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Eunice Holt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or



real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Are We Really Crabs in a Barrel?: The Truth and Other
Insights about the African American Community can make you feel more interested to read.
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