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Diabetes is a disease with a fascinating history and one that has been growing dramatically with
urbanization. According to the World Health Authority, it now affects 4.6% of adults over 20, reaching 30%
in the over 35s in some populations. It is one of the most serious and widespread diseases today. But the
general perception of diabetes is quite different.

At the beginning of the 20th century, diabetes sufferers mostly tended to be middle-aged and overweight,
and could live tolerably well with the disease for a couple of decades, but when it occasionally struck
younger people, it could be fatal within a few months. The development of insulin in the early 1920s
dramatically changed things for these younger patients. But that story of the success of modern medicine has
tended to dominate public perception, so that diabetes is regarded as a relatively minor illness. Sadly, that is
far from the case, and diabetes can produce complications affecting many different organs.

Robert Tattersall, a leading authority on diabetes, describes the story of the disease from the ancient writings
of Galen and Avicenna to the recognition of sugar in the urine of diabetics in the 18th century, the
identification of pancreatic diabetes in 1889, the discovery of insulin in the early 20th century, the ensuing
optimism, and the subsequent despair as the complexity of this now chronic illness among its increasing
number of young patients became apparent. Yet new drugs are being developed, as well as new approaches
to management that give hope for the future.

Diabetes affects many of us directly or indirectly through friends and relatives. This book gives an
authoritative and engaging account of the long history and changing perceptions of a disease that now
dominates the concerns of health professionals in the developed world.

Diabetes: the biography is part of the Oxford series, Biographies of Diseases, edited by William and Helen
Bynum. In each individual volume an expert historian or clinician tells the story of a particular disease or
condition throughout history - not only in terms of growing medical understanding of its nature and cure, but
also shifting social and cultural attitudes, and changes in the meaning of the name of the disease itself.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Witzel:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Diabetes: The Biography
(Biographies of Disease). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Karena Figueroa:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Diabetes: The Biography (Biographies of
Disease), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Mary Banks:

Diabetes: The Biography (Biographies of Disease) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Diabetes: The Biography
(Biographies of Disease) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

James Collins:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Diabetes: The Biography (Biographies
of Disease) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn
it. Beside that the e-book Diabetes: The Biography (Biographies of Disease) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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