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It was April 3, 1974. Crime was soaring. Unemployment and inflation were out of control. A costly war had
just come to its demoralizing end, and an unpopular President was on his way out of office. Then, over a
sixteen-hour period, nature stepped forward with its own display of mayhem: an unprecedented outbreak of
148 tornadoes, covering thirteen states in the heart of the country, from Michigan to Mississippi. Hundreds
of people were killed, thousands of homes demolished, and a billion dollars in losses sustained. Sixty-four of
the tornadoes would be classified as severely violent; six belonged to the most rare, most deadly category:
F5, or "incredible tornadoes."

Like the best nonfiction, F5 is a brilliantly crafted page-turner that reads with the immediacy of a novel,
telling a harrowing story of natural disaster against the backdrop of the turbulent 1970s. Acclaimed journalist
Mark Levine follows the heart-wrenching fate of a rich cast of intertwined characters -- ordinary Americans
whose lives are transformed in a terrifying instant. A pair of teenage lovers are caught while driving on a
dark country road; a Vietnam veteran is trapped at home with a newborn baby; a sheriff finds himself in the
line of fire twice in rapid succession; a black preacher with a past of dire hardship struggles to protect his
family.

Other figures enter the story from the broader cultural scene, including Hank Aaron, on his way to
challenging baseball's home run record amid racist death threats; Patty Hearst, whose image as kidnapping
victim is undergoing a radical shift; Richard Nixon and George Wallace, both intent on using the storms to
their political advantage; and a memorably eccentric scientist, known as Mr. Tornado, who regards the
"Superoutbreak" as the apotheosis of his scholarly life. Gripping and revelatory, F5 braids the story of the
shattering outbreak with images of social upheaval and individual heroism in a stunning, unforgettable read.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

The book F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like
a book F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century? A few of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent
Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Gayle Skinner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent
Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism F5:
One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century as good book not only
by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Gene Kistler:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the
Twentieth Century this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain
it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Elliott Salazar:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.



By book F5: One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century we can
take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book F5:
One Town's Survival of the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the Twentieth Century. You can more
pleasing than now.
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