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A hell-bent-for-leather fighter pilot, Elwyn G. Righetti remains one of the most unknown, yet compelling,
colorful and controversial commanders of World War II. Vanished Hero tells the story of this remarkable
man and the air war that he and his comrades fought, while examining his possible fate.

Arriving late to the war, he led the England-based 55th Fighter Group against the Nazis during the closing
months of the fight with a no-holds-barred aggressiveness that transformed the group from a middling
organization into a headline-grabbing team that had to make excuses to no one. Indeed, Righetti’s boldness
paid off as he quickly achieved ace status and additionally scored more strafing victories?27?than any other
Eighth Air Force pilot.

However, success came at a high cost in men and machines. Some of Righetti’s pilots resented him as a
Johnny-come-lately intent on winning a sack of medals at their expense. But most lauded their spirited new
commander and his sledgehammer audacity. Indeed, he made his men most famous for “loco busting,” as
they put more than six hundred enemy locomotives out of commission?170 in just two days!

Ultimately, Righetti’s calculated recklessness ran full speed into the odds. His aircraft was hit while strafing
an enemy airfield only four days before the 55th flew its last mission. Almost farcically aggressive to the
end, he coaxed his crippled fighter through one more firing pass before making a successful crash landing.
Immediately, he radioed his men that he was fine and asked that they reassure his family. Righetti was never
heard from again.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

The book Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best
thing like a book Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing
King? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lori Roth:

Beside this Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King
in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Vanished Hero: The Life, War and
Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it
from today!

Wilma Hogan:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Vanished Hero: The Life, War and
Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jonathan Bean:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Vanished Hero:
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