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Cosmological ideas influenced every aspect of traditional Chinese culture, from science and medicineto art,
philosophy, and religion. Although other premodern societies developed similar conceptions, in no other
major civilization were such ideas so pervasive or powerful. In The Development and Decline of Chinese
Cosmology, John Henderson traces the evolution of Chinese thought on cosmic order from the classical era
to the nineteenth century. Unlike many standard studies of premodern cosmologies, this book analyzes the
origins, development, and rejection of these models, not just their structure. Moreover, while historians often
limit their studies of cosmic order to specialized fields like the history of science, Henderson examines how
the cosmol ogical ideas formulated in late classical times permeated various facets of Chinese life, from high
philosophy to popular culture. In discussing these ideas, the author draws surprising parallels between the
history of Chinese and classical Western cosmologies, identifying general patternsin the development of
cosmological conceptionsin several premodern civilizations. This volume thus appeals not only to students
of Chinese intellectual history, but anyone interested in cultural anthropology, ancient and medieval
philosophy, and the history of science and medicine as well. An understanding of the development and
decline of Chinese cosmology illuminates broad areas of traditional Chinese culture and it provides a new
perspective for viewing the history of Chinese thought in alarger comparative context. John B. Henderson
earned his Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley. He is Professor in the Department of History at
Louisiana State University. Professor Henderson's previously published works include Scripture, Canon, and
Commentary: A Comparison of Confucian and Western Exegesis and Notions of Time in Chinese Historical
Thinking.
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From reader reviews:
Jose Brummitt;

The book The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we |leave the best thing like abook The
Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
al of these. Book The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read a guide. So
it isvery wonderful.

James Stumbaugh:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. Y ep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other ishigh. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Development
and Decline of Chinese Cosmology book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Mévin Groth:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Devel opment
and Decline of Chinese Cosmology is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

K atie Broadnax:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It isreferred to as of book The Development and Decline of Chinese Cosmology. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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