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The adoption of firearms by American Indians between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries marked a
turning point in the history of North America’s indigenous peoples?a cultural earthquake so profound, says
David Silverman, that its impact has yet to be adequately measured. Thundersticks reframes our
understanding of Indians’ historical relationship with guns, arguing against the notion that they prized these
weapons more for the pyrotechnic terror guns inspired than for their efficiency as tools of war. Native
peoples fully recognized the potential of firearms to assist them in their struggles against colonial forces, and
mostly against one another.

The smoothbore, flintlock musket was Indians’ stock firearm, and its destructive potential transformed their
lives. For the deer hunters east of the Mississippi, the gun evolved into an essential hunting tool. Most
importantly, well-armed tribes were able to capture and enslave their neighbors, plunder wealth, and conquer
territory. Arms races erupted across North America, intensifying intertribal rivalries and solidifying the
importance of firearms in Indian politics and culture.

Though American tribes grew dependent on guns manufactured in Europe and the United States, their
dependence never prevented them from rising up against Euro-American power. The Seminoles, Blackfeet,
Lakotas, and others remained formidably armed right up to the time of their subjugation. Far from being a
Trojan horse for colonialism, firearms empowered American Indians to pursue their interests and defend
their political and economic autonomy over two centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Davis:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important normally. The book Thundersticks: Firearms and the Violent
Transformation of Native America was making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Thundersticks: Firearms and the
Violent Transformation of Native America is not only giving you much more new information but also to be
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book Thundersticks: Firearms and the Violent Transformation of Native America.
You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Demarcus Bechtel:

This Thundersticks: Firearms and the Violent Transformation of Native America tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Thundersticks: Firearms
and the Violent Transformation of Native America can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Thundersticks: Firearms and the Violent
Transformation of Native America forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Cynthia Campbell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Thundersticks: Firearms and the Violent Transformation of
Native America why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Clyde Miller:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Thundersticks:
Firearms and the Violent Transformation of Native America. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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