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“Ambitious and convincing. This is the first examination of the role of European immigrants in the most
southern of U.S. cities and the way that they and their ethnic children conformed to or dissented from the
norms of the dominant white Southern culture.”—Walter D. Kamphoefner, author of The Westfalians: From
Germany to Missouri
 
“Demonstrates the importance of Charleston’s Germans and their relationships with African Americans
throughout these thirty turbulent years.”—Dennis C. Rousey, author of Policing the Southern City: New
Orleans, 1805–1889
 
“A provocative study that complicates and deepens our already extensive understanding of how both race
and shifting ethnic identity shaped this important city in a critical era.”—Bernard E. Powers, author of Black
Charlestonians: A Social History, 1822–1885
 
 
During the latter half of the nineteenth century, the complex interplay of race, ethnicity, and class shaped the
political economy and society of seaport cities from New Orleans to New York to Boston. Immigrants,
African Americans, and native-born whites lived and worked together and nowhere was this level of
interethnic relations so pronounced as in Charleston, South Carolina, the South’s most economically and
politically significant city.

Jeff Strickland examines how German and Irish immigrants in Charleston were both agents of change during
the transition from slavery to freedom, as well as embodiments of that change. As fears of strengthening
antislavery sentiments took root in Charleston, racial tensions became ever more pronounced. Immigrant
artisans and entrepreneurs occupied a middle tier in the racial and ethnic hierarchy, acting as a buffer
between the disparate white southerners and African Americans. While relations between European
immigrants and black southerners were often positive during the Civil War era, reconstruction brought new
opportunities for upward socioeconomic mobility to Charleston’s immigrants. By the end of the nineteenth
century, German and Irish immigrants were easily able to cross the permeable white boundaries and, through
their assimilation as white southerners, effectively embraced the ideals of white supremacy.

Using an innovative framework, Jeff Strickland adds much to our knowledge about the ways European
immigrant communities functioned in the South during the nineteenth century, and the significance of his
research extends far beyond the geographic south.   
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Unequal
Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era Charleston (Southern Dissent) book as
beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Esther Watson:

Why? Because this Unequal Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era Charleston
(Southern Dissent) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lynne Silva:

This Unequal Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era Charleston (Southern
Dissent) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Unequal Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era
Charleston (Southern Dissent) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Martin Hanson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Unequal Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era



Charleston (Southern Dissent) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this book Unequal Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era
Charleston (Southern Dissent). You can more appealing than now.
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