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As one of the world’s great natural treasures, the Great Lakes have also served in recent decades as an early
warning system for many emerging environmental problems. In the early twenty-first century, as the Lakes
face unprecedented challenges, we need to revisit both the wonder of the Lakes and the perils plaguing them,
and to take action to protect this majestic ecosystem. 
     Dave Dempsey weaves the natural character and phenomena of the Great Lakes and stories of the
schemes, calamities, and unusual human residents of the Basin with the history of their environmental
exploitation and recovery. Contrasting the incomparable beauty and complexity of the Lakes, and the poetry,
folklore, and citizen action they have inspired, with the disasters that short-sighted human folly has inflicted
on the ecosystem, Dempsey makes this history both engaging and relevant to today’s debates and decisions.
     Underlying the neglectful treatment of the Lakes are two irreconcilable and faulty human assumptions:
that the Lakes are a system so big that human beings cannot do great harm to it, and that the Lakes are a
resource that can be bent to the will of humankind. Dempsey finds evidence that, despite great changes in the
laws governing the Lakes and public attitudes toward them in the last fifty years, government policy and
institutions are still dominated by these dangerous attitudes.
     A central theme of On the Brink is that citizens, who have displayed an increasing sense of commitment
to the Lakes and a growing sense of place, must challenge their leaders to reform Great Lakes institutions.
While everything from large-scale water exports to global climate change looms in the future of the Lakes,
single-purpose solutions do not suffice—no more than a Band- aid would on a gaping wound. Dempsey
shows that it is necessary to create a governing system that reflects the realities of life “on the ground” in
communities and that taps into the passion and determination of citizens to protect these treasures.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Rowe:

Often the book On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Jimmie Houck:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving On the Brink: The Great
Lakes in the 21st Century that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century become
your own starter.

Robbie Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st
Century guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty On the Brink: The Great
Lakes in the 21st Century as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Patricia Gagliano:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century can give you a
lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century.
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