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In this lively, personal book, Robert Scholes intervenes in ongoing discussions about modernism in the arts
during the crucial half-century from 1895 to 1945. While critics of and apologists for modernism have
defined modern art and literature in terms of binary oppositions—high/low, old/new, hard/soft,
poetry/rhetoric—Scholes contends that these distinctions are in fact confused and misleading. Such
oppositions are instances of “paradoxy”—an apparent clarity that covers real confusion.
Closely examining specific literary texts, drawings, critical writings, and memoirs, Scholes seeks to
complicate the neat polar oppositions attributed to modernism. He argues for the rehabilitation of works in
the middle ground that have been trivialized in previous evaluations, and he fights orthodoxy with such
paradoxes as “durable fluff,” “formulaic creativity,” and “iridescent mediocrity.” The book reconsiders
major figures like James Joyce while underscoring the value of minor figures and addressing new attention
to others rarely studied. It includes twenty-two illustrations of the artworks discussed. Filled with the
observations of a personable and witty guide, this is a book that opens up for a reader’s delight the rich
cultural terrain of modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Paradoxy of Modernism will make you
to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Robert Johnson:

The ability that you get from Paradoxy of Modernism could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Paradoxy of Modernism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Paradoxy of Modernism instantly.

Bill Kelly:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading
a publication. The book Paradoxy of Modernism it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Harold Walsh:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Paradoxy of Modernism when you required it?
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