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As much memento as memento mori, Kristen Eliason's Picture Dictionary resists easy summaries. This full-
color collection, straddling the lines of denotation and connotation, will force you to rethink the nature of
language, observation, beauty, and grief.
"At first glance, this astonishing book appears to be an ingenious account of a young American's year in
Japan, told through a 'picture dictionary" of anecdotes, usage notes and etiquette tips. But as this tale unfolds,
a second, shadow narrative begins rising to the surface: an unbearably abrupt and severe loss suffered in
another time and place. Suddenly the surface narrative, with its sour-sweet tastes, its new syllables, its nets of
oranges, pink shirts and pickled plums, feels alive with pain, pain pricking through the skin of this text in
nervy, exquisite relays. Eliason's Picture Dictionary is a ravishing book about the inability of the heart to die
with the dead, the sad burden of coming to know world in all its various and devastating beauty. - Joyelle
McSweeney
"'Most of this doesn't translate,' Kristen Eliason's clear-eyed elegy Picture Dictionary must finally concede:
not those beautifully impenetrable kanji characters, not the misfired conversations between the American girl
in flight and her Japanese hosts, and certainly not the grief that follows a lover's accidental death. This book
attempts to wrestle what cannot be translated into some kind of order - not to explain or to solve anything,
but to contain sorrow by giving it a comprehensible structure. As we proceed through the narrative
parcellated into minute components in Eliason's dictionary, we piece together a life - that is to say, we
remember, and that act of remembrance offers itself as a bulwark against the ineluctable solitude of human
experience." - Kimberly Johnson
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Picture Dictionary.

Terry Carr:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Picture
Dictionary your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Picture
Dictionary giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joshua Allen:

This Picture Dictionary is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Picture Dictionary in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Michael Jones:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Picture Dictionary can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Picture Dictionary.
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