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The Iron Brigade?an all-Western outfit famously branded as The Iron Brigade of the West?served out their
enlistments entirely in the Eastern Theater. Hardy men were these soldiers from Indiana, Wisconsin, and
Michigan, who waged war beneath their unique black Hardee Hats on many fields, from Brawner’s Farm
during the Second Bull Run Campaign all the way to Appomattox. In between were memorable combats at
South Mountain, Antietam, Chancellorsville, Mine Run, the Overland Campaign, and the grueling fighting
around Petersburg. None of these battles compared with the “four long hours” of July 1, 1863, at Gettysburg,
where the Iron Brigade was all but wrecked.

Lance Herdegen’s 'Those Damned Black Hats! The Iron Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign' is the first
book-length account of their remarkable experiences in Pennsylvania during that fateful summer of 1863,
and winner of The Army Historical Foundation Distinguished Writing Award for Operational / Battle
History, 2008. Drawing upon a wealth of sources, including dozens of previously unpublished or unused
accounts, Herdegen details for the first time the exploits of the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin, 19th Indiana,
and 24th Michigan regiments during the entire campaign. On July 1, the Western troops stood line-to-line
and often face-to-face with their Confederate adversaries, who later referred to them as “those damned Black
Hats.” With the help of other stalwart comrades, the Hoosiers, Badgers, and Wolverines shed copious
amounts of blood to save the Army of the Potomac’s defensive position west of town. Their heroics above
Willoughby Run, along the Chambersburg Pike, and at the Railroad Cut helped define the opposing lines for
the rest of the battle and, perhaps, won the battle that helped preserve the Union.

Herdegen’s account is much more than a battle study. The story of the fighting at the “Bloody Railroad Cut”
is well known, but the attack and defense of McPherson’s Ridge, the final stand at Seminary Ridge, the
occupation of Culp’s Hill, and the final pursuit of the Confederate Army has never been explored in
sufficient depth or with such story-telling ability. Herdegen completes the journey of the Black Hats with an
account of the reconciliation at the 50th Anniversary Reunion and the Iron Brigade’s place in Civil War
history.

“Where has the firmness of the Iron Brigade at Gettysburg been surpassed in history?” asked Rufus Dawes
of the 6th Wisconsin. Indeed, it was a fair question. The brigade marched to Gettysburg with 1,883 men in
ranks and by nightfall on July 1, only 671 men were still to be counted. It would fight on to the end of the
Civil War, and do so without its all-Western makeup, but never again was it a major force in battle.

Some 150 years after the last member of the Iron Brigade laid down his life for his country, the complete
story of what the Black Hats did at Gettysburg and how they remembered it is now available in paperback.

REVIEWS: “. . . brings to life the story of the men who sacrificed so much. . . . Herdegen is able to weave all
of the letters and personal accounts into a seamless story that is hard to put down. . . . a great tribute to the
men who served in one of the most famous units in the Civil War.” Collected Miscellany, 1/2009



About the Author: Award-winning journalist Lance J. Herdegen is the former director of the Institute of Civil
War Studies at Carroll University. He previously worked as a reporter and editor for the United Press
International (UPI) news service covering national politics and civil rights. He presently is an historical
consultant for the Civil War Museum of the Upper Middle West.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Caudle:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Those Damned Black Hats!: The Iron Brigade in the
Gettysburg Campaign was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Those Damned Black Hats!: The Iron
Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign is not only giving you much more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Those Damned Black Hats!: The Iron Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign. You
never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Teresa Hennessey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Those Damned Black Hats!: The Iron
Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Angeline Allison:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Those Damned Black Hats!: The Iron
Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Joseph Dolezal:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Those Damned Black Hats!: The Iron Brigade in the Gettysburg
Campaign was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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