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A sleepwalking, homicidal nursemaid; a "morally vacant" juvenile poisoner; a man driven to arson by a
"lesion of the will"; an articulate and poised man on trial for assault who, while conducting his own defense,
undergoes a profound personality change and becomes a wild and delusional "alter." These people are not
characters from a mystery novelist's vivid imagination, but rather defendants who were tried at the Old
Bailey, London's central criminal court, in the mid-nineteenth century. In Unconscious Crime, Joel Peter
Eigen explores these and other cases in which defendants did not conform to any of the Victorian legal
system's existing definitions of insanity yet displayed convincing evidence of mental aberration. Instead,
they were?or claimed to be?"missing," "absent," or "unconscious": lucid, though unaware of their actions.

Based on extensive research in the Old Bailey Sessions Papers (verbatim courtroom narratives taken down in
shorthand during the trial and sold on the street the following day), Eigen's book reveals a growing
estrangement between law and medicine over the legal concept of the Person as a rational and purposeful
actor with a clear understanding of consequences. The McNaughtan Rules of l843 had formalized the
Victorian insanity plea, guiding the courts in cases of alleged delusion and derangement. But as Eigen makes
clear in the cases he discovered, even though defense attorneys attempted to broaden the definition of
insanity to include mental absence, the courts and physicians who testified as experts were wary of these
novel challenges to the idea of human agency and responsibility. Combining the colorful intrigue of
courtroom drama and the keen insights of social history, Unconscious Crime depicts Victorian England's
legal and medical cultures confronting a new understanding of human behavior, and provocatively suggests
these trials represent the earliest incarnation of double consciousness and multiple personality disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

Typically the book Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Unconscious
Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jennifer Mendoza:

The reserve untitled Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London
is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal
Responsibility in Victorian London from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Frank Monroe:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian London can
be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Julie Chambers:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Unconscious Crime: Mental Absence and Criminal Responsibility in Victorian
London can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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