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For more than two hundred years after William Shakespeare's death, no one doubted that he had written his
plays. Since then, however, dozens of candidates have been proposed for the authorship of what is generally
agreed to be the finest body of work by a writer in the English language. In this remarkable book,
Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro explains when and why so many people began to question whether
Shakespeare wrote his plays. Among the doubters have been such writers and thinkers as Sigmund Freud,
Henry James, Mark Twain, and Helen Keller. It is a fascinating story, replete with forgeries, deception, false
claimants, ciphers and codes, conspiracy theories—and a stunning failure to grasp the power of the
imagination.

As Contested Will makes clear, much more than proper attribution of Shakespeare’s plays is at stake in this
authorship controversy. Underlying the arguments over whether Christopher Marlowe, Francis Bacon, or the
Earl of Oxford wrote Shakespeare’s plays are fundamental questions about literary genius, specifically about
the relationship of life and art. Are the plays (and poems) of Shakespeare a sort of hidden autobiography? Do
Hamlet, Macbeth, and the other great plays somehow reveal who wrote them?

Shapiro is the first Shakespeare scholar to examine the authorship controversy and its history in this way,
explaining what it means, why it matters, and how it has persisted despite abundant evidence that William
Shakespeare of Stratford wrote the plays attributed to him. This is a brilliant historical investigation that will
delight anyone interested in Shakespeare and the literary imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare?. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

John Folsom:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare?
is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Rocio Linville:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare?.

Darren Reid:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare? that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you can pick Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? become your current starter.
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