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No poem in German literature is so well known and studied in Germany and Europe as the 800-year-old Das
Nibelungenlied. In the English-speaking world, however, the poem has remained little known, languishing
without an adequate translation. This wonderful new translation by eminent translator Burton Raffel brings
the epic poem to life in English for the first time, rendering it in verse that does full justice to the original
High Middle German. His translation underscores the formal aspects of the poem and preserves its haunting
beauty. Often called the German lliad, Das Nibelungenlied is a heroic epic both national in character and
sweeping in scope. The poem moves inexorably from romance through tragedy to holocaust. It portrays the
existential struggles and downfall of an entire people, the Burgundians, in a military conflict with the Huns
and their king. In his foreword to the book, Michael Dirda observes that the story “could be easily updated to
describe the downfall of a Mafia crime family, something like The Godfather, with swords.” The tremendous
appeal of Das Nibelungenlied throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is reflected in such works as
Richard Wagner’s opera tetralogy Der Ring des Nibelungen, Fritz Lang’s two-part film Die Nibelungen, and,
more recently, J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Looney:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Das
Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Ruth Coleman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Samuel Freeman:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read
a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Jennifer Evans:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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