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Concepts lie at the core of social science theory and methodology. They provide substance to theories; they
form the basis of measurement; they influence the selection of cases. Social Science Concepts: A Users
Guide explores alternative means of concept construction and their impact on the role of concepts in
measurement, case selection, and theories.

While there exists a plethora of books on measurement, scaling, and the like, there are virtually no books
devoted to the construction and analysis of concepts and their role in the research enterprise. Social Science
Concepts: A Users Guide provides detailed and practical advice on the construction and use of social science
concepts; a Web site provides classroom exercises.

It uses a wide range of examples from political science and sociology such as revolution, welfare state,
international disputes and war, and democracy to illustrate the theoretical and practical issues of concept
construction and use. It explores the means of constructing complex, multilevel, and multidimensional
concepts. In particular, it examines the classic necessary and sufficient condition approach to concept
building and contrasts it with the family resemblance approach. The consequences of valid concept
construction are explored in both qualitative and quantitative analyses.

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide will prove an indispensable guide for graduate students and scholars
in the social sciences. More broadly, it will appeal to scholars in any field who wish to think more carefully
about the concepts used to create theories and research designs.

For Course Use:

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide has been written with classroom use in mind. Many of the chapters
have been successfully taught at the Annual Training Institute on Qualitative Research Methods which is
sponsored by the Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods. Feedback from those experiences has been
incorporated into the text. Each chapter provides useful, practical, and detailed advice on how to construct,
evaluate, and use concepts. To make the volume more useful, an extensive set of classroom exercises is
available from the author's Web page at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ggoertz/social_science_concepts.html.
These include questions about prominent published work on concepts, measures, and case selection; in
addition there are logic exercises and questions regarding large-N applications.
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From reader reviews:

Kathi Adamo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide.

Charles Buffington:

The book with title Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Julie Chambers:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Nancy Herman:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide
to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide can to be your brand new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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