
The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and
Reconciliation After the Genome

Alondra Nelson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807027189
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807027189
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807027189


The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and
Reconciliation After the Genome

Alondra Nelson

The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome Alondra Nelson
The unexpected story of how genetic testing is affecting race in America

We know DNA is a master key that unlocks medical and forensic secrets, but its genealogical life is both
revelatory and endlessly fascinating. Tracing genealogy is now the second-most popular hobby amongst
Americans, as well as the second-most visited online category. This billion-dollar industry has spawned
popular television shows, websites, and Internet communities, and a booming heritage tourism circuit.

The tsunami of interest in genetic ancestry tracing from the African American community has been
especially overwhelming. In The Social Life of DNA, Alondra Nelson takes us on an unprecedented journey
into how the double helix has wound its way into the heart of the most urgent contemporary social issues
around race.

For over a decade, Nelson has deeply studied this phenomenon. Artfully weaving together keenly observed
interactions with root-seekers alongside illuminating historical details and revealing personal narrative, she
shows that genetic genealogy is a new tool for addressing old and enduring issues. In The Social Life of
DNA, she explains how these cutting-edge DNA-based techniques are being used in myriad ways, including
grappling with the unfinished business of slavery: to foster reconciliation, to establish ties with African
ancestral homelands, to rethink and sometimes alter citizenship, and to make legal claims for slavery
reparations specifically based on ancestry.

Nelson incisively shows that DNA is a portal to the past that yields insight for the present and future, shining
a light on social traumas and historical injustices that still resonate today. Science can be a crucial ally to
activism to spur social change and transform twenty-first-century racial politics. But Nelson warns her
readers to be discerning: for the social repair we seek can’t be found in even the most sophisticated science.
Engrossing and highly original, The Social Life of DNA is a must-read for anyone interested in race, science,
history and how our reckoning with the past may help us to chart a more just course for tomorrow.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

The book The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a book The
Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

John Davis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Social Life of
DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome suitable to you? The actual book was written
by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and
Reconciliation After the Genomeis one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core
of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Why? Because this The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Alissa Sowell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is called of book The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After
the Genome. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It



can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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