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On the last, cold Sunday of February 1859, Daniel Sickles shot his wife's lover in Washington's Lafayette
Square, just across from the White House. This is the story of that killing and its repercussions. Charming
and ambitious, Dan Sickles literally got away with murder. His protector was none other than the President
himself, James Buchanan; his political friends quickly gathered around; and, Sickles was acquitted. His trial
is described with all Thomas Keneally's powers of dash and drama, against a backdrop of double-dealing,
intrigue and slavery. Enslaved, in her turn, by the hypocrisy of nineteenth-century society, his wife was
shunned and thereafter banned from public life. Sickles, meanwhile, was free to accept favours and
patronage. He raised a regiment for the Union, and went on to become a general in the army, rising to the
rank of brigadier-general and commanding a flak at the Battle of Gettysburg - at which he lost a leg, which
he put into the military museum in Washington where he would take friends to visit it. Thomas Keneally
brilliantly recreates an extraordinary period, when women were punished for violating codes of society that
did not bind men. And the caddish, good-looking Dan Sickles personifies the extremes of the era: as a
womaniser, he introduced his favourite madam to Queen Victoria while his wife stayed at home, and he
installed his housekeeper as his mistress while his second wife took up residence nearby. "American
Scoundrel" is the lens through which the reader can view history at a time when America was being torn
apart.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Gilbert:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th Century America, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
reserve.

Anthony Thies:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping American Scoundrel: Love,
War and Politics in 19th Century America that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th
Century America become your own starter.

Livia Wilder:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th Century America can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Betty Richey:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th



Century America can make you really feel more interested to read.
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