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These fascinating, never-before-published early diaries of Count Harry Kessler—patron, museum director,
publisher, cultural critic, soldier, secret agent, and diplomat—present a sweeping panorama of the arts and
politics of Belle Époque Europe, a glittering world poised to be changed irrevocably by the Great War.
Kessler’s immersion in the new art and literature of Paris, London, and Berlin unfolds in the first part of the
diaries. This refined world gives way to vivid descriptions of the horrific fighting on the Eastern and Western
fronts of World War I, the intriguing private discussions among the German political and military elite about
the progress of the war, as well as Kessler’s account of his role as a diplomat with a secret mission in
Switzerland.
 
Profoundly modern and often prescient, Kessler was an erudite cultural impresario and catalyst who as a
cofounder of the avant-garde journal Pan met and contributed articles about many of the leading artists and
writers of the day. In 1903 he became director of the Grand Ducal Museum of Arts and Crafts in Weimar,
determined to make it a center of aesthetic modernism together with his friend the architect Henry van de
Velde, whose school of design would eventually become the Bauhaus. When a public scandal forced his
resignation in 1906, Kessler turned to other projects, including collaborating with the Austrian writer Hugo
von Hofmannsthal and the German composer Richard Strauss on the opera Der Rosenkavalier and the ballet
The Legend of Joseph, which was performed in 1914 by the Ballets Russes in London and Paris. In 1913 he
founded the Cranach-Presse in Weimar, one of the most important private presses of the twentieth century.
 
The diaries present brilliant, sharply etched, and often richly comical descriptions of his encounters,
conversations, and creative collaborations with some of the most celebrated people of his time: Otto von
Bismarck, Paul von Hindenburg, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Richard Strauss, Igor Stravinsky, Sergei
Diaghilev, Vaslav Nijinsky, Isadora Duncan, Ruth St. Denis, Sarah Bernhardt, Friedrich Nietzsche, Rainer
Marie Rilke, Paul Verlaine, Gordon Craig, George Bernard Shaw, Harley Granville-Barker, Max Klinger,
Arnold Böcklin, Max Beckmann, Aristide Maillol, Auguste Rodin, Edgar Degas, Éduard Vuillard, Claude
Monet, Edvard Munch, Ida Rubinstein, Gabriele D’Annunzio, Pierre Bonnard, and Walther Rathenau,
among others.
 
Remarkably insightful, poignant, and cinematic in their scope, Kessler’s diaries are an invaluable record of
one of the most volatile and seminal moments in modern Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles McCreery:

Often the book Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Lonnie Hammer:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918.

Lanell Sessions:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Journey to the Abyss: The
Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Micheal Ruiz:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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