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“A compelling account which is, among other things, the earliest first-hand description of travel from the
Muslim world.”
—Times Literary Supplement

Mission to the Volga is the earliest surviving instance of sustained first-person travel narrative in Arabic—a
pioneering text of peerless historical and literary value. In its pages, we move north on a diplomatic mission
from Baghdad to the upper reaches of the Volga River in what is now central Russia.  

In this colorful documentary from the tenth century, the enigmatic Ibn Fa?lan relates his experiences as part
of an embassy sent by Caliph al-Muqtadir to deliver political and religious instruction to the recently-
converted King of the Bulghars. During eleven months of grueling travel, Ibn Fa?lan records the marvels he
witnesses on his journey, including an aurora borealis and the white nights of the North. Crucially, he offers
a description of the Viking Rus, including their customs, clothing, body painting, and a striking account of a
ship funeral. Together, these anecdotes illuminate a vibrant world of diversity during the heyday of the
Abbasid Empire, narrated with as much curiosity and zeal as they were perceived by its observant beholder. 
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Mission to
the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Karen Johnson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) as your daily resource
information.

Fay Harris:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Mission to the Volga (Library
of Arabic Literature).

Charles Whittaker:

You will get this Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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