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What set the successful armies of Sparta, Macedon, and Rome apart from those they defeated? In this major
new history of battle from the age of Homer through the decline of the Roman empire, J. E. Lendon surveys
a millennium of warfare to discover how militaries change—and don’t change—and how an army’s
greatness depends on its use of the past. 
Noting this was an age that witnessed few technological advances, J. E. Lendon shows us that the most
successful armies were those that made the most effective use of cultural tradition. Ancient combat moved
forward by looking backward for inspiration—the Greeks, to Homer; the Romans, to the Greeks and to their
own heroic past. The best ancient armies recruited soldiers from societies with strong competitive traditions;
and the best ancient leaders, from Alexander to Julius Caesar, called upon those traditions to encourage
ferocious competition at every rank.
Ranging from the Battle of Champions between Sparta and Argos in 550 B.C. through Julian’s invasion of
Persia in A.D. 363, Soldiers and Ghosts brings to life the most decisive military contests of ancient Greece
and Rome. Lendon places these battles, and the methods by which they were fought, in a sweeping narrative
of ancient military history. On every battlefield, living soldiers fought alongside the ghosts of
tradition—ghosts that would inspire greatness for almost a millennium before ultimately coming to stifle it.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity.

Patrick Pond:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in
Classical Antiquity has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle
in Classical Antiquity is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the
book Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Dawn Campbell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Soldiers and
Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Richard Byrnes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Soldiers and Ghosts: A
History of Battle in Classical Antiquity.
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