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This book examines why and how nannies have appeared in Russian literature from 1700 to the late 20th
century, and why they have engendered a set of myths. It is principally about women - women who care for
small children - and about ideas or myths surrounding both individual nannies and nannies in the abstract. Its
two major themes are thus reality and constructed reality. It examines how a figure that fell all too easily into
a near caricature still retained tremendous emotional power and specificity in the lives of so many Russians,
especially creative writers and artists. Secondarily, the book concerns the limits of autobiography and
biography, the conscious and unconscious manipulation of memory, and the autobiographical fallacy. An
important subtext that recurs frequently is that of intellectuals seeking to (super)impose their own notions,
values, and ideals upon others to satisfy their personal needs and desires. One part concerns real-life nannies,
the role(s) they played in and the impact they had on their charges' lives - mostly in childhood. This story of
real-life caretakers is documented in all kinds of ego-documents and illustrated in a great deal of fiction.
Another part explores the ways in which the idea and myths of the nanny played out in Russia, in history and
culture, particularly in literature but also in other spheres of art. This section demonstrates that not-so-real
stories about many of these caretakers have grown in Russian culture to the point of taking on a life of their
own. The final part is a discussion of how and why the nanny figure, in Russia as elsewhere, became a
cultural phenomenon and symbol. "The author has an impressive grasp of the primary sources and he writes
well. The subject is interesting and important and has been overlooked by historians and literature scholars."
-Barbara Evans Newman, Professor of History Emeritus, The University of Akron.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Davis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Russian Nanny, Real and Imagined: History,
Culture, Mythology can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Eddie McCoy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Russian Nanny, Real
and Imagined: History, Culture, Mythology that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So
, for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Russian Nanny, Real and
Imagined: History, Culture, Mythology become your starter.

Lowell Seymour:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Russian Nanny, Real and Imagined:
History, Culture, Mythology can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Buddy Beckstead:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
The Russian Nanny, Real and Imagined: History, Culture, Mythology. You can include your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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