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Wassily Kandinsky, Max Ernst, Jackson Pollock, and Joseph Beuys were the leading artists of their
generations to recognize the rich possibilities that animism and shamanism offered. While each of these
artists' connection with shamanism has been written about separately, Evan Firestone brings the four together
in order to compare their individual approaches to anthropological materials and to define similarities and
differences between them. The author's close readings of their works and examination of the relevant texts
available to them reveal fresh insights and new perspectives.The importance of indigenous beliefs in
animism for Kandinsky's philosophy of art and practice, especially the animism of inanimate objects, is
analyzed for the first time in conjunction with his well-known enthusiasms for Symbolism and Theosophy.
Ernst's collage novel, La femme 100 tetes (1929), previously found to have significant alchemical content,
also is shown to extensively utilize shamanism, thereby merging different branches of the occult that prove
to have remarkable similarities. The in-depth examination of Pollock's works, both known and overlooked
for shamanic content, identifies textual sources that heretofore have escaped notice. Firestone also
demonstrates how shamanism was employed by this artist to express his desire for healing and
transformation. The author further argues that the German edition of Mircea Eliade's Shamanism: Archaic
Techniques of Ecstasy (1957) helped to revitalize Beuys's life and art, and that his ecological campaigns
reflected a new consciousness later termed ecoanimism.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Fleming:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Animism and Shamanism in Twentieth-
Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

David Hedges:

Here thing why this kind of Animism and Shamanism in Twentieth-Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock,
Beuys are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Animism and Shamanism in
Twentieth-Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Animism and Shamanism in
Twentieth-Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Animism and Shamanism in Twentieth-
Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys in e-book can be your alternate.

Ardith Bobo:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Animism and Shamanism in
Twentieth-Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Mary Adamczyk:

The book untitled Animism and Shamanism in Twentieth-Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys is
the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Animism and Shamanism in



Twentieth-Century Art: Kandinsky, Ernst, Pollock, Beuys from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.
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