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This important study introduces the conceptual premise that families, like firms, analyze their circumstances,
make decisions, and pursue courses of action on the basis of what they perceive to be the most efficient
methods for producing and reproducing survival. Combining this premise with an extraordinary assemblage
of facts gleaned over the period of a decade from the streets, markets and homes of Port-au-Prince, the
author weaves a tapestry of despair and hope which only an unusual degree of intimacy with the details of
everyday life in the city could provide. The result is a considerable deepening of understanding about the
politics and economics by which family members earn their livelihoods, distribute resources within and
between households, produce life and labor from food and water, provide shelter and schooling for
themselves, and borrow money to finance these and other activities.

These different dimensions of daily existence form a web of interdependency in which change in any one
dimension causes change in all the others. As Professor Pass's work demonstrates, research and development
assistance practices of public and private organizations, in such areas as employment, health, housing,
education and credit are often irrelevant. This is because they are necessarily guided by prevailing concepts
and theories with respect to the circumstances of the urban poor, which sometimes do the poor considerable
disservice.

With the additional insight provided by a decade of participation in the design of policies, programs and
projects serving as a tempering influence, the author does not leap to easy criticism of prevailing views and
practices. He notes that ideas and interventions change in response to new understanding, sometimes in ways
that the producers of such understanding could never have imagined. The problem is that change is painfully
slow, and in desperately poor countries like Haiti, waiting for change exacts an almost intolerable price from
the poor.

This book is a provocative yet highly original contribution which will require serious attention from scholars
and practitioners of development. Appearing as it does soon after the great seaward exodus of Haitians and
urban unrest culminating in the flight of the Duvalier family, this timely volume will provide illumination for
those seeking to understand the circumstances that press people to risk all in the name of survival.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

This Political Economy in Haiti: The Drama of Survival book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Political Economy in Haiti: The Drama of Survival without we understand teach
the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Political Economy in
Haiti: The Drama of Survival can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Political Economy in Haiti:
The Drama of Survival having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Vincent Baker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Political Economy in Haiti: The Drama of Survival it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Donna Cancel:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Political Economy in Haiti: The Drama of Survival will give you a new
experience in examining a book.

Chris Manley:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Political Economy in Haiti: The Drama of Survival can give
you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make



you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Political Economy in Haiti: The Drama of
Survival.
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