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While the Great French Revolution of 1789 served as a political compass for several generations of
European radicals, for socialists in particular, Gracchus Babeuf was far and away its most important leader.
Babeuf and the newspaper he edited, Le Tribun du Peuple, pushed well beyond his contemporaries in their
staunch defense of democracy and demands for the abolition of private property. Going so far as to call for
an insurrection against the government of the Directory as it increased its repression against domestic
agitators, Babeuf was eventually arrested and executed in what became known as the “conspiracy of equals.”

This study of Babeuf as a political thinker, based on an analysis of his extensive writings, and on scholarship
unavailable in English, draws out why so many considered him to be a major precursor of the modern
revolutionary socialist tradition and goes on to make the case that his ideas have much to teach today’s
activists. The first part traces Babeuf's political evolution in the context of the French Revolution, the second
examines his changing reputation among subsequent historians, and the final section assesses the originality
of his thought, showing him to be neither a Jacobin nor a Utopian.

This updated second edition features an important new introduction by Ian Birchall, a prolific writer and
leading authority on Babeuf, that summarizes Babeuf’s historical significance, his ideas, and his practice in
revolutionary France.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Lyle:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Spectre of Babeuf.
All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Steve Henry:

The book The Spectre of Babeuf has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Suzanne Palmer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Spectre of Babeuf reserve written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still uncertainty The Spectre of Babeuf as good book not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Edward Franco:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Spectre of Babeuf. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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