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Challenging the fundamental tenet of the multicultural movement -- that social struggles turning upon race,
gender, and sexuality are struggles for recognition -- this work offers a powerful critique of current
conceptions of identity and subjectivity based on Hegelian notions of recognition. The author's critical
engagement with major texts of contemporary philosophy prepares the way for a highly original conception
of ethics based on witnessing.

Central to this project is Oliver's contention that the demand for recognition is a symptom of the pathology of
oppression that perpetuates subject-object and same-different hierarchies. While theorists across the
disciplines of the humanities and social sciences focus their research on multiculturalism around the struggle
for recognition, Oliver argues that the actual texts and survivors' accounts from the aftermath of the
Holocaust and slavery are testimonials to a pathos that is "beyond recognition".

Oliver traces many of the problems with the recognition model of subjective identity to a particular notion of
vision presupposed in theories of recognition and misrecognition. Contesting the idea of an objectifying
gaze, she reformulates vision as a loving look that facilitates connection rather than necessitates alienation.
As an alternative, Oliver develops a theory of witnessing subjectivity. She suggests that the notion of
witnessing, with its double meaning as either eyewitness or bearing witness to the unseen, is more promising
than recognition for describing the onset and sustenance of subjectivity. Subjectivity is born out of and
sustained by the process of witnessing -- the possibility of address and response -- which puts
ethicalobligations at its heart.
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From reader reviews:

Hope Giles:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a
book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who want to
start reading a book, we give you this particular Witnessing: Beyond Recognition book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Linda Gordon:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Witnessing: Beyond Recognition, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Rodney Natale:

Why? Because this Witnessing: Beyond Recognition is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Nancy Herman:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Witnessing: Beyond Recognition can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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