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Dazai Osamu (1909-1948) is one of Japan's most famous literary suicides, known as the earliest postwar
manifestation of the genuinely alienated writer in Japan. In this first deconstructive reading of a modern
Japanese novelist, Alan Wolfe draws on contemporary Western literary and cultural theories and on a
knowledge of Dazai's work in the context of Japanese literary history to provide a fresh view of major texts
by this important literary figure. In the process, Wolfe revises Japanese as well as Western scholarship on
Dazai and discovers new connections among suicide, autobiography, alienation, and modernization. As
shown here, Dazai's writings resist narrative and historical closure; while he may be said to serve the
Japanese literary establishment as both romantic decadent and representative scapegoat, his texts reveal a
deconstructive edge through which his posthumous status as a monument of negativity is already perceived
and undone. Wolfe maintains that cultural modernization pits a Western concept of the individual as realized
self and coherent subject against an Eastern absent self--and that a felt need to overcome this tension inspires
the autobiographical fiction so prevalent in Japanese novels. Suicidal Narrative in Modern Japan shows that
Dazai's texts also resist readings that would resolve the gaps (East/West, self/other, modern/premodern) still
prevalent in Japanese intellectual life.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this Suicidal
Narrative in Modern Japan: The Case of Dazai Osamu (Princeton Legacy Library) book as beginning and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Laura Rogers:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often
the Suicidal Narrative in Modern Japan: The Case of Dazai Osamu (Princeton Legacy Library) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Glenna Monaghan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Suicidal
Narrative in Modern Japan: The Case of Dazai Osamu (Princeton Legacy Library) suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Suicidal Narrative in Modern
Japan: The Case of Dazai Osamu (Princeton Legacy Library)is one of several books which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.

Charles Towns:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is Suicidal Narrative in Modern Japan: The Case of Dazai Osamu
(Princeton Legacy Library) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.



This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book suitable all of you.
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