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From the acclaimed author of The Man Without a Face, the previously untold story of the Jews in twentieth-
century Russia that reveals the complex, strange, and heart-wrenching truth behind the familiar narrative that
begins with pogroms and ends with emigration.

In 1929, the Soviet government set aside a sparsely populated area in the Soviet Far East for settlement by
Jews. The place was called Birobidzhan.The idea of an autonomous Jewish region was championed by
Jewish Communists, Yiddishists, and intellectuals, who envisioned a haven of post-oppression Jewish
culture. By the mid-1930s tens of thousands of Soviet Jews, as well as about a thousand Jews from abroad,
had moved there. The state-building ended quickly, in the late 1930s, with arrests and purges instigated by
Stalin. But after the Second World War, Birobidzhan received another influx of Jews—those who had been
dispossessed by the war. In the late 1940s a second wave of arrests and imprisonments swept through the
area, traumatizing Birobidzhan’s Jews into silence and effectively shutting down most of the Jewish cultural
enterprises that had been created. Where the Jews Aren’t is a haunting account of the dream of
Birobidzhan—and how it became the cracked and crooked mirror in which we can see the true story of the
Jews in twentieth-century Russia.

(Part of the Jewish Encounters series) 
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of
Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Paul Andrews:

The feeling that you get from Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's
Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish
Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this specific Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's
Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) instantly.

Dwight Roberts:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story
of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and Absurd Story of
Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series).

Debra Brunette:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and
Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Where the Jews Aren't: The Sad and
Absurd Story of Birobidzhan, Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region (Jewish Encounters Series) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and



believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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