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In this zany, one-of-a-kind memoir, former executive director of the National SCRABBLE Association
John D. Williams Jr. brings to life the obsessions, madness, and glory of the SCRABBLE®
culture?from living-room players to world champions.

Beginning his career on a lark as a freelance contributor to SCRABBLE News, John D. Williams fell down a
rabbit hole inhabited by gamers, geeks, and the grammar police. For twenty-five years, as the executive
director of the National SCRABBLE Association, Williams served as the official spokesperson for the game,
and as the middleman between legions of fanatical word-game fans and the official brand. Now Word Nerd
takes readers inside the byzantine, dog-eat-dog world of top tournament players, creating a piquant (seven-
letter word, 68 points!) work that is part pop-cultural history, part anthropological study. Indeed, what
Christopher Guest did for the world of dog shows in his film Best in Show, Williams does for the world of
competitive word games in this funny and perfectly observed memoir.

As readers will discover, Word Nerd explores anagrams, palindromes, the highest-scoring SCRABBLE plays
of all time, the birth of the World SCRABBLE Championship, as well as many of the more colorful figures
that inhabit this subculture. Die-hard word fans will find invaluable tips on how top players see their boards
and racks to come up with the best play, how they prepare, and the psychology of tournament competition.
Those uninitiated in the mysteries of SCRABBLE mania will find a delightful, madcap memoir about all the
fun people have with language and how words shape our lives and culture in unexpected ways.

Whether reminiscing about past national champions, detailing the controversy over efforts to purge the
Official SCRABBLE Players Dictionary of all offensive words, opining on the number of vowelless words
that are allowable (cmw for a Welsh deep-walled basin or nth for the ultimate degree), noting how long it
takes a word to get into a dictionary, or explaining why there remain more male than female champions,
Williams crafts a loving tribute to words and the games people play with them. Word Nerd will fascinate
both amateurs and seasoned experts alike.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Word Nerd: Dispatches from the Games, Grammar,
and Geek Underground as your daily resource information.

Robert McKay:

The particular book Word Nerd: Dispatches from the Games, Grammar, and Geek Underground has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Leslie Bennett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Word Nerd: Dispatches from the
Games, Grammar, and Geek Underground, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

John Damm:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Word Nerd: Dispatches from
the Games, Grammar, and Geek Underground which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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