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Two-time governor of Alta, California and prominent businessman after the U.S. annexation, Pío de Jesus
Pico was a politically savvy Californio who thrived in both the Mexican and the American periods. This is
the first biography of Pico, whose life vibrantly illustrates the opportunities and risks faced by Mexican
Americans in those transitional years.

Carlos Manuel Salomon breathes life into the story of Pico, who—despite his mestizo-black
heritage—became one of the wealthiest men in California thanks to real estate holdings and who was the last
major Californio political figure with economic clout. Salomon traces Pico’s complicated political rise
during the Mexican era, leading a revolt against the governor in 1831 that swept him into that office. During
his second governorship in 1845 Pico fought in vain to save California from the invading forces of the
United States.

Pico faced complex legal and financial problems under the American regime. Salomon argues that it was
Pico’s legal struggles with political rivals and land-hungry swindlers that ultimately resulted in the loss of
Pico’s entire fortune. Yet as the most litigious Californio of his time, he consistently demonstrated his refusal
to become a victim.

Pico is an important transitional figure whose name still resonates in many Southern California locales. His
story offers a new view of California history that anticipates a new perspective on the multicultural fabric of
the state.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled Pio Pico: The Last Governor of Mexican California can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Joshua Nichols:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Pio Pico: The Last Governor of Mexican
California or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Pio Pico: The Last Governor of Mexican California to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Sergio Espinoza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Pio Pico: The Last
Governor of Mexican California.

Robert Delaney:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Pio
Pico: The Last Governor of Mexican California when you essential it?
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