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Bodhidharma, its first patriarch, reputedly said that Zen Buddhism represents "a special transmission outside
the teaching/Without reliance on words and letters." This saying, along with the often perplexing use of
language (and silence) by Zen masters, gave rise to the notion that Zen is a "lived religion," based strictly on
non-linguistic practice and lacking a substantial canon of sacred texts. Even those who recognize the
importance of Zen texts commonly limit their focus to a few select texts without recognizing the wide variety
of Zen literature. This collection of previously unpublished essays argues that Zen actually has a rich and
varied literary heritage. Among the most significant textual genres are hagiographic accounts and recorded
sayings of individual Zen masters, koan collections and commentaries, and rules for monastic life. During
times of political turmoil in China and Japan, these texts were crucial to the survival and success of Zen, and
they have for centuries been valued by practitioners as vital expressions of the truth of Zen. This volume
offers learned yet accessible studies of some of the most important classical Zen texts, including some that
have received little scholarly attention (and many of which are accessible only to specialists). Each essay
provides historical, literary, and philosophical commentary on a particular text or genre. Together, they offer
a critique of the "de facto canon" that has been created by the limited approach of Western scholarship, and
demonstrate that literature is a diverse and essential part of Zen Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Zen Canon:
Understanding the Classic Texts is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Patricia Bush:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Zen Canon:
Understanding the Classic Texts suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often
the book untitled The Zen Canon: Understanding the Classic Textsis the main of several books that everyone
read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Shawn Howe:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Zen Canon: Understanding the Classic Texts.

Hayden Wright:

This The Zen Canon: Understanding the Classic Texts is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Zen Canon: Understanding the Classic Texts in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?
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