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Exploring the design of innovative building enclosure systems (or skins) in contemporary architecture and
their precedents in earlier twentieth century modern architecture, this book examines the tectonics, the
history and the influence of translucency as a defining characteristic in architecture. Highly illustrated
throughout with drawings and full colour photographs, the book shows that translucency has been and
continues to be a fertile ground for architectural experimentation.

Each chapter presents a comparative analysis of two primary buildings: a recent project, paired with a
historical precedent, highlighting how architects in different eras have realized the distinctive effects of
translucency. The included buildings span a variety of program types, ranging from a single-family
residence, to a factory, to a synagogue. Whether it is Pierre Chareau’s glass-lens curtain wall at the Maison
de Verre, Frank Lloyd Wright’s wall of stacked glass tubes at the Johnson Wax Research Tower, or Peter
Zumthor’s use of acid-etched glass in a double-skin envelope at the Kunsthaus Bregenz, the included
projects each offer an exemplary case study of innovations in materiality and fabrication techniques.

Today, among many contemporary architects, there is an engagement with new technologies, new material
assemblies, and new priorities such as sustainability and energy-efficiency. A resurgent interest in
translucency as a defining quality in buildings has been an important part of this recent dialogue and this
book makes essential reading for any architect looking to incorporate aspects of translucency into their
buildings.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Crist:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in
Modern and Contemporary Architecture seemed to be making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Translucent Building
Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations
in Modern and Contemporary Architecture. You never experience lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Faye Michaels:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the information
or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Translucent Building Skins:
Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture, it is possible to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Michele Fernandez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to reading a
guide. The book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary
Architecture it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Ronnie Correa:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern
and Contemporary Architecture to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is



developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn
it. Beside that the e-book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary
Architecture can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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