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44 YEARS IN DARKNESS
A TRUE STORY OF MADNESS, TRAGEDY AND SHATTERED LOVE
BY SYLVIA SHULTS

Lost in the shadows of Illinois asylums in the nineteenth century is the strange story of Rhoda Derry. Left at
the Adams County Poor Farm when her family could no longer care for her, she spent the next 40 years
confined in a wooden box. Abandoned, ignored, and traumatized, she had clawed out her own eyes, pulled
her own teeth, and her legs were atrophied to the point that she could not stand on her own, or even sit in a
wheelchair. She spent four decades locked away from the world. Her crime? Falling in love.

Rhoda suffered a mental breakdown after being "cursed" by the mother of a boy to whom she was engaged
to marry. Committed to the poor farm because of her violent insanity, she was eventually rescued by
pioneering alienist Dr. George A. Zeller. She was taken to the Peoria State Hospital in Bartonville, Illinois,
where she spent the remainder of her days in comfort. Rhoda died in 1906, but her spirit lives on at the
former asylum where she found peace.

The chilling story of Rhoda Derry is one of the great tragedies of mental health care in Illinois, but one of the
great success stories of the Peoria State Hospital. Sylvia Shults, author of Fractured Spirits: Hauntings at the
Peoria State Hospital, returns to the hilltop to tell the story of Rhoda's life -- and her mysterious afterlife.
With exhaustive historical research and analysis, as well as laying bare secrets of her own, the author
provides twists, turns, and surprises in this compelling tale of history, horror, and a lingering spirit of the old
hospital.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book 44 Years in Darkness: A
True Story of Madness, Tragedy and Shattered Love. All type of book can you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

James Peters:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular 44 Years in Darkness: A True Story of
Madness, Tragedy and Shattered Love is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jason Probst:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This 44 Years in Darkness: A True Story of
Madness, Tragedy and Shattered Love is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Troy Kemp:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the 44 Years in Darkness: A True Story of Madness, Tragedy and Shattered Love when you required it?
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