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"Younger than Umberto Saba and Eugenio Montale but older than Pier Paolo Pasolini, who championed
him, Sandro Penna has been virtually unknown in the English speaking world. With abruptness and clarity,
these exquisite and sometimes disturbing lyrics come at you as if they had just been discovered, taken
directly from the secret hand of the poet. In Peter Valente’s extraordinary “variations” of texts dating from
1927 until Penna’s death in 1977, the transmission is electric." ~Ammiel Alcalay Peter Valente’s first
encounter with Sandro Penna’s poetry was while translating Pier Paolo Pasolini. At the time Valente was
reading a biography on Pasolini and learned of his close friendship with Penna. Pasolini insisted that among
serious readers of poetry Penna could not be ignored. Born in Perugia on June 12, 1906, Sandro Penna lived
most of his life in Rome (he died there on January 21, 1977), except for a brief period in Milan where he
worked as a library clerk. When Pasolini arrived in Rome in 1950 he sought out Penna to “show him
around.” He knew that Penna was in love with the same ragazzi who prowled the outskirts of Rome. In his
poetry Penna clearly says who he is and how he feels. That is a rare enough quality these days. He moves
away from the trappings of identity toward an honest expression of love. In Penna’s work the beautiful is not
conscious of itself and is therefore erotic: “Is not the beauty of those who are unaware of their beauty / more
beautiful than those who are aware?” He is critical of those who hide their desires behind a thin façade of
modesty: Here they are, these lords of life. They are very modest, indeed. Even with their senses fully
aroused, they manage to offend no one. Penna never hid his sexuality in interviews. He once told a reporter
(who probably had to pay dearly for the interview), “I am not a homosexual. I am a pederasta …
Homosexuality is a privilege.” Penna’s homosexuality is complicated in one sense by a moral dilemma: The
problem of sex consumes my entire life. I wonder at each moment whether I am doing the right thing or the
wrong. But there is another sense in which Penna accepts the impossibility of a moral resolution to his
“problem” and instead turns this negative to a positive value: There are always boys in my poems. But I do
not know how to speak of anything else. Everything else is just a tedious noise. I am unable to sing of Good
Deeds. Since his poems chiefly concern homosexual love, they face being relegated to a gay-only ghetto of
readers or to another ghetto that even homosexuals avoid: pederastia. This is a problematic issue in the
United States where scandal surrounding sexual orientation is still prevalent. But more importantly, there are
no glamorous pronouncements or concern with gender politics in Penna’s poetry. You also won’t find a
vision of historical process or a mass of physical details. What you will find is an attachment to everyday
reality. Penna’s poetry is candid, uncluttered, minimalist, and of profound lyrical intensity and as Pasolini, a
great supporter of Penna’s work, wrote in the 1970 preface to Penna’s collected poems, he is, “perhaps the
greatest and most joyful … Italian poet.”
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of
Sandro Penna book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mary Case:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their
book. One of them is this A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of Sandro Penna.

Clara Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Boy Asleep Under the Sun:
Versions of Sandro Penna, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Dawn Brown:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Boy Asleep Under
the Sun: Versions of Sandro Penna that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of
Sandro Penna become your own starter.
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