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The city of Tokyo, renamed after the Meiji Restoration, developed an urban culture that was a dynamic
integration of Edo’s highly developed traditions and Meiji renovations, some of which reflected the influence
of Western culture. This wide-ranging anthology?including fictional and dramatic works, essays, newspaper
articles, political manifestos, and cartoons?tells the story of how the city’s literature and arts grew out of an
often chaotic and sometimes paradoxical political environment to move toward a consummate Japanese
“modernity.”

Tokyo’s downtown audience constituted a market that demanded visuality and spectacle, while the educated
uptown favored written, realistic literature. The literary products resulting from these conflicting consumer
bases were therefore hybrid entities of old and new technologies. A Tokyo Anthology guides the reader
through Japanese literature’s journey from classical to spoken, pictocentric to logocentric, and fantastic to
realistic?making the novel the dominant form of modern literature. The volume highlights not only familiar
masterpieces but also lesser known examples chosen from the city’s downtown life and counterculture.

Imitating the custom of creative artists of the Edo period, scholars from the United States, Canada, England,
and Japan have collaborated in order to produce this intriguing sampling of Meiji works in the best possible
translations. The editors have sought out the most reliable first editions of texts, also reproducing most of
their original illustrations. With few exceptions the translations presented here are the first in the English
language. This rich anthology will be welcomed by students and scholars of Japan studies and by a wide
general audience interested in Japan’s popular culture, media culture, and literature in translation.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Brantley:

The ability that you get from A Tokyo Anthology: Literature from Japan's Modern Metropolis, 1850-1920
may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Tokyo Anthology: Literature from
Japan's Modern Metropolis, 1850-1920 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that A Tokyo Anthology: Literature from Japan's Modern Metropolis, 1850-1920 instantly.

Krystal Sutherland:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually A Tokyo Anthology: Literature from Japan's Modern Metropolis, 1850-1920.

Gail Cote:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Tokyo Anthology:
Literature from Japan's Modern Metropolis, 1850-1920 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Barbara Hall:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
A Tokyo Anthology: Literature from Japan's Modern Metropolis, 1850-1920. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination
to other place.
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