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Haiku at its best is an art in which the poet takes a natural, most ordinary event, and without fuss, ornament
or inflated words makes of it a rare moment — sparely rendered, crystallized into a microcosm which reveals
transcendent unity. Small wonder haiku has a growing audience throughout the world.

In all arts — music, painting, dance, theatre — change has come with that startling moment of dissatisfaction
when the artist upends complacency, shocks the old to its foundations, and emerges with clear vision. He has
had the courage to rescue his art from dullness. Two of Japan’s “Great Four” of haiku, Basho (1644-94) and
Shiki (1862-1902), were such revolutionaries, albeit two hundred years apart. Before Basho, haiku was but a
pleasant occupation for the idle. He set about transforming it with such success that experts to this day agree
that his were the first true haiku.

Shiki, who lived into the 20th century, was passionate in his attempt to salvage haiku from its past, sending
out shock waves by dismissing virtually all earlier work, including most of Basho’s. He saw it as his mission
to make a difference — to let nothing, not even the most revered, stand in the way. He proclaimed, “A poem
has no meaning. It is feeling alone.” And he practiced what he preached.

Autumn wind:
gods, Buddha—
lies, lies, lies.

These modern Japanese poets, many of whom are translated here into English for the first time, learned as
much from Basho as from Shiki, and from Buson (1715-83) and Issa (1763-1827), the “Great Four.” Yet in a
sense they are followers of Shiki, in spite of the harshness of his views and the impossibly high standards he
demanded. They were forced to reckon with him, became willing participants in a heated dialogue with him.
They had to: his spirit dominated the age. Stryk captures that spirit here, in this Cage of Fireflies.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Cage Of Fireflies: Modern
Japanese Haiku book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Denise Zimmerman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Cage Of Fireflies: Modern Japanese Haiku
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Cage Of Fireflies: Modern Japanese Haiku as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine
book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn.
Cage Of Fireflies: Modern Japanese Haiku can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those
short extra time problems.

Kevin Dobson:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Cage Of Fireflies: Modern Japanese Haiku. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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