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Considered a central figure of Pop, installation art, and Happenings, Claes Oldenburg redefined existing
notions of art in the 1960s with his landmark environments “The Street” and “The Store,” his soft sculptures
and his proposals for monuments. Since his arrival in New York in 1956, Oldenburg’s prolific production
has always been accompanied by a daily practice of writing that reveals the conceptual complexity and
diversity of his inventive oeuvre.
Comprising the artist’s key writings from the late 1950s and 1960s, this volume makes available a wealth of
previously unpublished material, including sections of the diary Oldenburg kept during these formative
years, his notes (written on an old typewriter in his studio while standing), facsimiles of sketches that show
his abiding interest in the relationship between image and language, plus statements, essays, scripts for
Happenings and poems. In diverse styles, vivid descriptions of his environment alternate with intimate
confessions, humorous anecdotes, psychological observations and self-analysis, characterizations of the art
world and its protagonists, and recurring inquests into his own motivations.
This compilation, the first to be dedicated entirely to Oldenburg’s writings, shows an artist who is not only
resolute, informed, and programmatic--deeply concerned with the art and society of his time--but also witty
and playful in his confrontation with his own contradictions and ambiguities. The book provides a unique
window into the formation and evolution of one of the most influential and ground- breaking contemporary
artists, and a lively personal account of the 1960s.
Born in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1929, Claes Oldenburg grew up in Chicago and graduated from Yale
University in 1950. After studying at the Art Institute of Chicago, he settled permanently in New York City
in 1956. Oldenburg established himself in the early 1960s with a series of installations and performances,
among them “The Street” (1960), “The Store” (1961) and “The Ray Gun Theater” (1962). At the end of the
decade, Oldenburg began to fabricate works on a large scale, beginning with “Lipstick (Ascending) on
Caterpillar Tracks” (1969), which was followed by other works such as “Geometric Mouse” (1969) and
“Giant Ice Bag” (1970). His first architecturally scaled sculpture, the 45-foot-high “Clothespin,” was
installed in downtown Philadelphia in 1976. Soon thereafter, he began working with Coosje van Bruggen,
whom he married in 1977. Together they went on to realize 44 site-specific sculptures for cities in the United
States, Europe, Japan and Korea.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hurd:

The book Claes Oldenburg: Writing on the Side 1956-1969 can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Claes
Oldenburg: Writing on the Side 1956-1969? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Claes Oldenburg: Writing on the Side 1956-1969 has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Theodore Parish:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Claes Oldenburg: Writing on the Side 1956-
1969 e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Claes Oldenburg: Writing on
the Side 1956-1969 as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Barbara Robbins:

The book untitled Claes Oldenburg: Writing on the Side 1956-1969 contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Betty Peoples:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book Claes Oldenburg: Writing on the Side 1956-1969 we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Claes Oldenburg:
Writing on the Side 1956-1969. You can more inviting than now.
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