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A brilliant fusion of travel writing and Soviet history which reads like Bruce Chatwin. Engineers of the
Soul is the riveting story of two journeys -- one literal, one imaginary -- through contemporary Russia and
through Soviet-era literature.

Travelling through present and past, Frank Westerman draws the reader into the wild euphoria of the Russian
Revolution, as art and reality are bent to radically new purposes. Writers of renown, described by Stalin as
'engineers of the soul', were encouraged to sing the praises of canal and dam construction under titles such as
Energy, The Hydraulic Power Station and Onward, Time! But their enthusiasm -- spontaneous and idealistic
at first -- soon becomes an obligatory song of praise. And as these colossal waterworks lead to slavery and
destruction, Soviet writers labour on in the service of a deluded totalitarian society.

Combining investigative journalism with literary history, Westerman examines both the landscape of
'Oriental despotism' and the books -- and lives -- of writers caught in the wheels of the system. 'It is easy to
die a hero's death,' wrote Konstantin Paustovsky, 'but it is difficult to live a hero's life.' Engineers of the Soul
sweeps the reader along to the dramatic dénouement: the final confrontation between writers and engineers
that signalled the end of the Soviet empire.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Engineers of the Soul: In the Footsteps of Stalin's
Writers will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Dolores Parker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Engineers of the Soul: In the Footsteps of Stalin's
Writers can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Brooke Gafford:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Engineers of the Soul: In the Footsteps of Stalin's Writers this guide consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Theresa Villarreal:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Engineers of the Soul: In the Footsteps of
Stalin's Writers or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Engineers of the Soul: In the Footsteps of Stalin's Writers to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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