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"A stimulating, provocative book . . . fresh and valuable."  
--The New York Times Book Review

In 1868, Japan abruptly transformed itself from a feudal society into a modern industrial state. In 1945, the
Japanese switched just as swiftly from imperialism and emperor-worship to a democracy. Today, argues
Patrick Smith, Japan is in the midst of equally sudden and important change.

In this award-winning book, Smith offers a groundbreaking framework for understanding the Japan of the
next millennium. This time, Smith asserts, Japan's transformation is one of consciousness--a reconception by
the Japanese of their country and themselves.  Drawing on the voices of Japanese artists, educators, leaders,
and ordinary citizens, Smith reveals a "hidden history" that challenges the West's focus on Japan as a
successfully modernized country. And it is through this unacknowledged history that he shows why the
Japanese live in a dysfunctional system that marginalizes women, dissidents, and indigenous peoples; why
the "corporate warrior" is a myth; and why the presence of 47,000 American troops persists as a holdover
from a previous era.  The future of Japan, Smit suggests, lies in its citizens' ability to create new identities
and possibilities for themselves--so creating a nation where individual rights matter as much as collective
economic success. Authoritative, rich in detail, Japan: A Re
interpretation is our first post-Cold War account of the Japanese and a timely guide to a society whose
transformation will have a profound impact on the rest of the world in the coming years.

"Excellent . . . a penetrating examination."
--International Herald Tribune
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From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

This Japan: A Reinterpretation book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Japan: A Reinterpretation without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Japan: A Reinterpretation can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Japan: A Reinterpretation having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Richard Perkins:

The e-book with title Japan: A Reinterpretation has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Gloria Lockwood:

The book Japan: A Reinterpretation has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Cliff Boyd:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Japan: A Reinterpretation that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you could pick Japan: A Reinterpretation become your current starter.
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