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This is the first full history of Operation Breadbasket, the interfaith economic justice program that
transformed into Jesse Jackson’s Operation PUSH (now the Rainbow PUSH Coalition). Begun by Martin
Luther King Jr. during the 1966 Chicago Freedom Movement, Breadbasket was directed by Jackson. Author
Martin L. Deppe was one of Breadbasket’s founding pastors. He digs deeply into the program’s past to
update the meager narrative about Breadbasket, add details to King’s and Jackson’s roles, and tell
Breadbasket’s little-known story.

Under the motto “Your Ministers Fight for Jobs and Rights,” the program put bread on the tables of the
city’s African American families in the form of steady jobs. Deppe details how Breadbasket used the power
of the pulpit to persuade businesses that sought black dollars to also employ a fair share of blacks. Though
they favored negotiations, Breadbasket pastors also organized effective boycotts, as they did after one
manager declared that he was “not about to let Negro preachers tell him what to do.” Over six years,
Breadbasket’s efforts netted forty-five hundred jobs and sharply increased commerce involving black-owned
businesses. Economic gains on Chicago’s South Side amounted to $57.5 million annually by 1971.

Deppe traces Breadbasket’s history from its early “Don’t Buy” campaigns through a string of achievements
related to black employment and black-owned products, services, and businesses. To the emerging call for
black power, Breadbasket offered a program that actually empowered the black community, helping it
engage the mainstream economic powers on an equal footing. Deppe recounts plans for Breadbasket’s
national expansion; its sponsored business expos; and the Saturday Breadbasket gatherings, a hugely popular
black-pride forum. Deppe shows how the program evolved in response to growing pains, changing alliances,
and the King assassination. Breadbasket’s rich history, as told here, offers a still-viable model for attaining
economic justice today.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular Operation Breadbasket: An Untold Story of Civil
Rights in Chicago, 1966-1971 to read.

Leon Santiago:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Operation Breadbasket:
An Untold Story of Civil Rights in Chicago, 1966-1971 book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Neil Owens:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
publication untitled Operation Breadbasket: An Untold Story of Civil Rights in Chicago, 1966-1971 can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Maria Green:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Operation Breadbasket: An Untold Story of Civil
Rights in Chicago, 1966-1971 was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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