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At once delicate, exotic, and elegant, orchids are beloved for their singular, instantly recognizable beauty.
Found in nearly every climate, the many species of orchid have carried symbolic weight in countless cultures
over time. The ancient Greeks associated them with fertility and thought that parents who ingested orchid
root tubers could control the sex of their child. During the Victorian era, orchids became deeply associated
with romance and seduction. And in twentieth-century hard-boiled detective stories, they transformed into
symbols of decadence, secrecy, and cunning. What is it about the orchid that has enthralled the imagination
for so many centuries? And why do they still provoke so much wonder?
 
Following the stories of orchids throughout history, Jim Endersby divides our attraction to them into four key
themes: science, empire, sex, and death. When it comes to empire, for instance, orchids are a prime example
of the exotic riches sought by Europeans as they shaped their plans for colonization. He also reveals how
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution became intimately entangled with the story of the orchid as he
investigated their methods of cross-pollination. As he shows, orchids—perhaps because of their
extraordinarily diverse colors, shapes, and sizes—have also bloomed repeatedly in films, novels, plays, and
poems, from Shakespeare to science fiction, from thrillers to elaborate modernist novels.
 
Featuring many gorgeous illustrations from the collection of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Orchid: A
Cultural History tells, for the first time, the extraordinary story of orchids and our prolific interest in them. It
is an enchanting tale not only for gardeners and plant collectors, but anyone curious about the flower’s
obsessive hold on the imagination in history, cinema, literature, and more.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Orchid: A Cultural History book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Erin Chretien:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Orchid: A
Cultural History suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Orchid: A Cultural Historyis one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Tara Huber:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Orchid: A Cultural History can give you a lot of
pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Orchid: A Cultural History.

Patrick Leon:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is named of book Orchid: A Cultural History. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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