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In this groundbreaking book, the first Navajo to earn a doctorate in history seeks to rewrite Navajo history.
Reared on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico and Arizona, Jennifer Nez Denetdale is the great-great-great-
granddaughter of a well-known Navajo chief, Manuelito (1816–1894), and his nearly unknown wife, Juanita
(1845–1910). Stimulated in part by seeing photographs of these ancestors, she began to explore her family
history as a way of examining broader issues in Navajo historiography.

Here she presents a thought-provoking examination of the construction of the history of the Navajo people
(Diné, in the Navajo language) that underlines the dichotomy between Navajo and non-Navajo perspectives
on the Diné past. Reclaiming Diné History has two primary objectives. First, Denetdale interrogates histories
that privilege Manuelito and marginalize Juanita in order to demonstrate some of the ways that writing about
the Diné has been biased by non-Navajo views of assimilation and gender. Second, she reveals how Navajo
narratives, including oral histories and stories kept by matrilineal clans, serve as vehicles to convey Navajo
beliefs and values.

By scrutinizing stories about Juanita, she both underscores the centrality of women’s roles in Navajo society
and illustrates how oral tradition has been used to organize social units, connect Navajos to the land, and
interpret the past. She argues that these same stories, read with an awareness of Navajo creation narratives,
reveal previously unrecognized Navajo perspectives on the past. And she contends that a similarly culture-
sensitive re-viewing of the Diné can lead to the production of a Navajo-centered history.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

The book Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
best thing like a book Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita? Some
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo
Chief Manuelito and Juanita has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you.
You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Dixon:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo
Chief Manuelito and Juanita is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Thomas Taylor:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of
Navajo Chief Manuelito and Juanita can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Tanya McNeil:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Reclaiming Diné History: The Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito
and Juanita was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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